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Register and Biographies of the Esterhäzy Musicians 
1790-1809 Including a Register of the Nobility and 
Court Officials 

Biographical information about the musicians employed between 
the years 1790 through 1809 has been taken from the Castle Forch-
tenstein documents mentioned after each biography together with 
additional biographical sources such as the Acta Musicalia. Further 
information and dates are from the latest research at Castle Forch-
tenstein and were provided by Josef Pratl (JP). Information about 
the court officials, who in these years were responsible for working 
with the musicians, was also found in selected documents in the 
Castle Forchtenstein Archives.' 

A ltm an n, Michael, trumpeter, was born in Eisenstadt in 1755. 
In September 1797 he, along with trumpeters Binder and Pfann, 
billed for their performances for the "Tafel" and "Ball Musik" and 
also for music services in the Bergkirche. In 1798 he and the two 
other trumpeters requested honoraria for their work in the church, 
the theater and for other occasions. Haydn wrote a letter to the 
prince between midJuly and September 1799 advising the prince 
that since Altmann and die other two trumpeters had been paid 

The Princely Esterhäzy Domain had an extensive administrative system of 
officials including directly under the Prince the Chancery Director, with ten 
chancery officials under him. Below the Chancery Director was die President 
("Praeses") who could also hold die honorary title of Regent. Directly beneath the 
President/Regent were four or five high officials each known as "Assessor". After 1 
April 1806 these officials were referred to by either die German title "Rat" 
(advisor) or by die Latin tide "Consiliarius". There were further four or five 
additional high officials known as Secretaries working for the President/Regent. 
The lower officials of the central administration had die title "Cancellist" and just 
below them were those with die title "Accessist". In charge of a district 
("Herrschaft"), such as Eisenstadt or Forchtenstein, was the head administrator 
("Verwalter"). Other officials of the various districts were die finance officer 
("Rentmeister"), the purveyor ("Kastner"), who dealt with items such as grain and 
wine, and the official ("Schaffer"), who took care of such items as wood and hay. 
Within die various offices headed by an official, was a clerk ("Schreiber"), who 
assisted in die office. All of diese court officials managed die prince's employees 
and lands. Not only did they negotiate die workings between the prince and his 
musicians, but some also performed music services. Information about the princely 
administration was provided by Josef Pratl. See also Felix Tobler, Die Hochfürstlich 
Esterhäzysche Zentralverwaltung vom Ende des 17. bis zur Mitte des 19. 
Jahrhunderts, in: Die Fürsten Esterhäzy. Magnaten, Diplomaten & Mäzene, 
Eisenstadt, Schloss Esterhäzy, 1995. 
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Kugler was dismissed with sbc-weeks' compensation. After petition-
ing the prince, however, he was given a full-year's severance pay 
in cash, plus die original six-weeks' severance pay was also includ-
ed as additional assistance. Although Kugler unsuccessfully tried to 
obtain employment with the court Kapelle in Vienna, he later 
found an administrative Position in Lower Austria. 
CD 1804 N 3284, PR N 4985, DD 1806 N 713, GCHB 1806 Fol 244, 268-
75, GCHB 1807 268-74, CD 1808 N 848, CD 1808 N 2148, CD 1808 N 
5290, GCHB 1808, CD 1809 N 836, GCHB 1809 <>AM 122, AM 304, 
308, 1706, 3152 in Hellyer, 68-74 <> HYB XV, 120 <> JP 

L angs töge r (Langstetten, Langsteger, Langestöger), Joseph, 
singer in the boys' choir and violinist from Vienna, was employed 
1 May 1804 when he was thirteen years old. As a singer in the 
"Kapellknaben" he was given lodging, board and clothing along 
with an annual payment of 30 gulden. In 1807 Langstöger was liv-
ing in the institute with the other boy singers but was moved that 
year to the music building along with his colleague Jacob Leeb to 
be housed with the older musicians in the Kapelle. In 1808 he took 
violin lessons with Anton Folzelli and was considered a good and 
reliable musician. In july of die same year he requested to be taken 
into the Kapelle as a violinist and his appeal was granted. The 
music service report of 31 October 1808 listed Langstöger as play-
ing violin for a church service, but the report of 12 November 
noted that he was ill. Less than a week later the hospital of the 
Barmherzigen Brüder (Brothers of Mercy) in Eisenstadt reported 
his death on 16 November 1808 at die age of eighteen. 
CD 1804 N 2040, PR N 4985, DD 1807 N 333, CD 1808 N 2148, CDEP 
1808 N 3317, CD 1808 N 5290, CD 1809 N 185, EK 1808 N 51, CD 
1809 N 836 <>AM 225 in HYB XVIII, 147-49 

L e chn e r, buildings and grounds bookkeeper ("Bauamt Rech-
nungsführer") and musician 
GC 1806 F 20 R 5 N 3496, GC 1807 F 49 R 14 N 4707, CD 1808 N 2148 

L echne r, Franz, hornist and violinist, was born in 1780 in 
Neudörfl as die son of die schoolmaster there. In August 1804 he 
was allowed to perform with the church music as a music student/ 
trainee receiving free room and 150 gulden board money. On 27 
December 1804 he received notice that retroactive from 1 Novem-
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August, Tomasini received his dismissal and severance pay, but he 
was not satisfied, as he wanted a higher compensation. By 20 Au-
gust 1811 lt was settled that Tomasini would stay in Eisenstadt and 
continue his service to Prince Esterhäzy. Later that fall on 18 Octo-
ber he received a pay supplement. In 1813 he earned a salary of 
855 F 18 xr and was listed as the 'Second Director' on the "Per-
sonne! and Salary List" of 14 February, but when the Kapelle was 
dissolved on 14 March 1813, Tomasini became the principal sec-
ond violinist and was retained in the church music ensemble with 
a salary of 600 gulden along with six cords of wood and free 
lodging. On 12 May 1814 he appealed once again to the prince 
for help in paying off his large debts, but in July the prince declined 
his request. Four years later on 1 April 1818 he was appointed 
principal director of the music ensemble over Carl Thomas and re-
ceived a raise. Requests from Tomasini for pay advances continued 
when he asked for financial assistance in April 1819 and again in 
1822, but again the prince declined both petitions. Fuchs reported 
the death of Anton Tomasini in Eisenstadt on 12 June 1824 at the 
age of forty-nine. His widow Tekla received a pension on 27 July 
1824, which was discontinued on 30 April 1838. 

PR N 4753, ED N 3195, GCHB 1797 Fol 165-66, AV F 291 Teil 11798, 
GCHB 1798 Fol 143-44, PR N 4716, PR N 4718, GCHB 1799, GCHB 1800 
Fol 146-47, GCHB 1801 Fol 179-80, AV F 291 Teil 1 1802, GCHB Fol 
200-01, AV F 291 Teil 11803, CD 1803 N 1038, GCHB 1803 Fol 234-36, 
330, PR N 4727, CD 1804 N 1244, GCHB 1804 Fol 302-11, PR N 4985, 
ED N 5220, DD 1805 N 2634, GCHB 1805 Fol 310-21, ED N 5816, GCHB 
1806 Fol 244, 268-75, GCHB 1807 Fol 268-74, CD 1808 N 848, CD 1808 
N 2148, CD 1808 N 5290, CD 1809 N 836, GCHB 1808, GCHB 1809 <> 
AM 32, 104, 287, 288, 292, 308, 1853, 2903, 2993, 3033, 3248, 3479, 
3492, 3540, 3573, 3577 <> Harich Orchester 12-16, 57-58, CCLN 232, 
232f <> JP 

Tomasini, Barbara, second wife of Luigi, Sr. 

Tom asini-Spanit s, Elisabeth Anna (Lisette), soprano and 
youngest daughter of Luigi Tomasini by his first wife, was born 8 
July 1788 at Eszterhäza. Haydn was her godfather as was also the 
painter Basilius Grundmann. In November 1806 she was paid 50 
gulden for her work in the theater music for that year. She was a 
member of the church music in Eisenstadt and in November 1807 
received a raise of 200 gulden. Prince Nicolaus II sent her to Vienna 
for voice and piano lessons, but these did not work out well and 
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she was dismissed from service on 1 October 1810. Elisabeth Toma-
sini married the official Johann Spanits. After her husband died in 
1820, she received a pension and returned to live in Vienna. 

GC 1806 F 20 R 5 N 3450, ED 1807 N 2950, CD 1808 N 848, CD 1808 N 
5290, GCHB 1808, CD 1809 N 836, GCHB 1809 <>AM 3441, 4064 <> 
Harich Orchester, 12-13, 56-57 

Tom asini (Tomasinin), Josepha, soprano and daughter of 
Luigi Tomasini Sr., was bom in Eisenstadt an 27 August 1773. She 
studied voice for a time with bass singer Joseph Rotter. In 1806 
she and her sister Elisabeth were part of the prince's theater music 
with each receiving 50 gulden in November 1806 for the various 
accessories needed for their costumes. She was an official member 
of the church and chamber music beginning in 1807, and in 
November of that year she and her sister Elisabeth each received a 
raise of 200 gulden. On 15 June 1812 she retired. Although the 
prince granted her request for financial support in October 1822, 
another petition in August 1823 was declined. Josepha Tomasini 
never married. She died an 2 September 1846 at the age of seventy-
three. 

GC 1806 F 20 R 5 N 3450, ED 1807 N 2950, GCHB 1807 Fol 268-74, CD 
1808 N 848, CD 1808 N 5290, GCHB 1808, CD 1809 N 836, GCHB 1809 
<>AM 322, 3555, 3874 <> Harich Orchester, 12, 56 <> JP 

Tom asini Jr., Luigi (Alois), violinist, was born 10 July 1779 
at Eszterhäza. His father taught him violin, and he was considered 
by Haydn to be a significant virtuoso. In July 1794 when he was 
fifteen years old, he performed a concert for which he received 12 
ducats (54 F), but because of his young age the prince paid the 
money to his father rather than to him directly. The following year 
between 17 and 31 December he and his father received 22 F 30 
xr plus 45 xr per diem for concerts they gave in Vienna. The next 
day, an 1 January 1796, Tomasini began his official employment 
with the chamber and church music, receiving an annual salary of 
450 gulden but without further benefits. The salary was to be paid 
quarterly to his father Luigi Tomasini Sr. since he at die young age 
of sixteen had already accumulated several debts. Five years later 
his salary remained die same at 450 gulden, as found in die "Per-
sonnel and Salary List" in 1801. This personnel list also included 
additional information, such as that he was twenty-one years old, 
had been in service for five years, was single, spoke German and 
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